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Stories filled with wonder and the haunting beauty of his culture have helped make Rudolfo Anaya

the father of Chicano literature in English, and his tales fairly shimmer with the lyric richness of his

prose. Acclaimed in both Spanish and English, Anaya is perhaps best loved for his classic

bestseller ... Antonio Marez is six years old when Ultima comes to stay with his family in New

Mexico. She is a curandera, one who cures with herbs and magic. Under her wise wing, Tony will

test the bonds that tie him to his people, and discover himself in the pagan past, in his father's

wisdom, and in his mother's Catholicism. And at each life turn there is Ultima, who delivered Tony

into the world-and will nurture the birth of his soul. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.
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I have just finished reading Bless Me, Ultima in my English class and I can say that it is a good

choice.The book is about a young Mexican boy, Antonio Marez, growing up in New Mexico during

the mid 1940s. It begins when he is six years old, and Ultima, a curandera or healing woman,

comes to live with his family because she is getting too old to live by herself. Through Ultima's

gentle guidance and support, Antonio faces his uncertainties and learns to go on with life.Antonio's

parents are opposites, his father being a Marez, people of the llano (the desert land in New Mexico),

and his mother being a Luna, farmers and people of the moon and the earth. His father wants

Antonio to grow up free to roam the land and become a vaquero, as he once was. His mother wants

Antonio to be a priest, a man of learning. Antonio is torn between them regarding his

future.Throughout the story, Antonio also faces confusion over religion and spirituality. Ultima



believes in God, but she also believes and works magic. But there is no evil in Ultima and Antonio is

confused over Catholicism. His mother wants him to become a priest, and though he does believe in

God, he wants understanding from Him, answers to his many questions.From a very young age,

Antonio witnesses death. Death of a war-crazed man, Lupito. Death of a good family friend,

Narcisco. And finally the unjust death of Ultima, killed by an evil man vowing revenge on Ultima for

the death of his two daughters who were brujas (witches).Through the trials he is faced with and the

death of his beloved mentor, Ultima, Antonio learns to go on with life and leave the past behind. He

realizes the power of good over evil and understands that truth is more powerful than that which is

prescribed by custom.
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